Multiple sclerosis (MS) is the commonest disease of the central nervous system (CNS) to cause permanent disability in young adults. Based on strong circumstantial evidence, MS is considered to be an organ-specific autoimmune disorder, but the exact cause is as yet unknown. It appears that the disease develops in a genetically susceptible population as a result of environmental exposures.
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The incidence of MS has been documented to be increasing across the globe. The focus of this issue was therefore on studies with a goal of further understanding the aetiology of the disease. We were pleased to have received submissions on a wide variety of topics including the immunology of MS (research papers on the roles of We hope that you enjoy reading this special issue as much as we enjoyed putting it together.
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